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from room to room.  Ours was a splendid example,
worked in brass, and bore the Vitelleschi arms.
After the ceremony of " Benediction of the Fire"
on the St. Peter's Piazza, it was the tradition for
the people who had tended it, to move to one of the
small caf6s which lie near by, and there take the
customary Easter Saturday hot chocolate and sponge
biscuits. In England, hot-cross buns on Good
Friday ; in Rome, hot chocolate and sponge biscuits
on Easter Saturday.
On this occasion no one dreamt of ordering
coffee, for that would be doing in Rome that which
the Romans do not do. Incidentally, Romans also
have their " hot-cross buns/* which, locally, are
called Maritozzi.
As I am writing of Holy Week, I also mention
that on the Thursday before Easter the Holy
Sacrament is placed in its tabernacle in a side chapel,
after which the chapel is decorated with beautiful
flowers and plants. In Rome, from one year to
another, palms and grass are kept in pots in the
vaults of the monasteries and churches ; and during
the time that they remain there, no daylight is
allowed to reach them. By the following Holy Week
their original colour has completely gone, leaving
them light cream in colour. They are then used
for the decorations of the altars of repose of Maundy
Thursday. Mingled with the flowers, and other
plants they are most effective. It is also the custom
during the Holy Week to go up on one's knees the
Scala Santa (Holy Staircase) which is in the building
opposite the Basilica of St. John Lateran. Tradition
has it, that this is the staircase of the palace of
Pontius Pilate, which Our Lord ascended.. For